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CI-IAPTER 7 

The Time Of Great Trouble 

Our world has gone through some very difficult times. There have been times of famine and 
great hunger. We read about one such famine in the days of Joseph: "And the famine was over 
___ the face of the " (Genesis 41:56). There have been times when 
thousands have died from disease. In the 14th century about one fourth of all the people in 
Europe (about 25 million people) died of a terrible disease which was called the "Black Death." 
This disease or plague was carried by fleas and rats. 

There have also been terrible 'vars fought on Planet Earth. In the 20th century there have been 
two great WORLD WARS. Thousands and thousands of men and women from many different 
countries have lost their lives because of these bloody wars. This world has also known some 
very cruel ruJers such as Pharaoh who lived in the days of Moses, Nero who lived in the days of 
Paul, and Hitler who lived in the 20th Century (who put to death millions of Jewish people). 
Great numbers of people have suffered under rulers such as these. 

There have also been terrible persecutions which have taken place on Planet Earth. The early 
Christians were greatly persecuted by the Romans. Some were killed with the sword; others 
were burned; others were destroyed by wild animals; others were tortured by even more cruel 
methods. Later many Christians were burned at the stake in Spain. Even today there are 
Christians who are suffering and being persecuted and dying because of their faith in Christ. 
God's people have never had an easy road (see Hebrews 11 :35-38). During the second World 
War it is believed that about six million Jewish people were put to death by the Germans. 

Yes, the world has known all of these things: famine, hunger disease, death, wars, wicked rulers 
and terrible persecutions. As we look ahead to the future, what should we expect? Will the days 
ahead be brighter? We might think, "Surely things cannot get worse. Things should start getting 
better. Brighter days must be ahead. This world has been through so much trouble already. How 
could things possibly get worse?" 

This world has gone through times of great trouble, but the Bible clearly teaches that the time of 
greatest trouble is still in the future. The worst is yet to come! Things will not get better (at least 
not yet). Things will get much, much worse. The world is headed for a time of trouble greater 
than anything mankind has ever experienced. Planet Earth has gone through some whirlwinds of 
trouble, but a great TORNADO is on its way! 

There Has Never Been A Time Like It! 

The prophet Daniel said that there shall be a "TIME OF T " upon Planet 
Earth (Daniel 12:1). This will be the greatest time of trouble the world has ever known. The 
prophet Jeremiah spoke of this same time in Jeremiah 30:7: "Alas, for that day is 

-----------------, so that is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's 
" 

The Lord Jesus Christ spoke about this same time of trouble in Matthew 24:21. In this verse He 
said "for then shall be G T . " TRIBULATION 
means "trouble, great distress." According to what Jesus said in Matthew 24:21, has the world 
ever known such a time of trouble as this? When this time of trouble is over will there 
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ever be another time of trouble like it? This will be the darkest hour the world has ----
ever known. 

It vVill Be a Short Time 

There is only one good thing about this time of great trouble: It will not last very long! The 
Great Tribulation that our Lord spoke about in Matthew 24:21 will only last 3 Yz years. This is 
good news for those people who will be living on earth during this time. God will not make this 
a long time; He will make it a short time (see Matthew 24:22). Even though it will be a very 
difficult time to live, the good news is that it will be over soon! 

World War II was a very terrible and difficult war, but one good thing about it was that it only. 
lasted about five years. Most people do not enjoy sitting in the dentist's chair, but they do it 
anyway because they know that it is needful, and they know that they only have to sit there for a 
short time (usually for an hour or less). It will soon be over! It you told them that they would 
have to sit in the dentist chair for three days they would probably never do it! 

When we get into times of trouble in our own lives we need to remember that the trouble will 
not last forever. There will be an end to it. Job went through a time of great trouble and 
suffering. Was there an end to it (James 5:11; Job 42:1 0-17)? Joseph was thrown into a 
pit (Genesis 37:24). Did he stay in that pit forever? Joseph was also tlu·own into prison 
(Genesis 39:20). Did he stay in prison forever? __ The time of great tribulation will not last 
forever. It will only last for 3 Y2 short years. It takes a person longer to go through a four year 
college than it will take a person to go through this time of great trouble! 

The Worst Will Be Followed By the Best 

The time of greatest trouble will be followed by the time of greatest blessing! According to the 
Bible, what will happen immediately after this time of great tribulation (see Matthew 24:29-30)? 

The KING OF KINGS will return to this earth and set up His kingdom on the earth! 

Have you ever seen a thunder storm approaching? Everything gets very dark and then the storm 
begins and the thunder crashes and the rain pours down. But then the storm passes, the sun 
comes out, and everything is quiet and peaceful. There might even be a rainbow in the sky! This 
is the way it will be on earth after the stormy time of tribulation. The "sun" will come out (see 
Malachi 4:2). Jesus Christ will return to this earth. It will be a time of peace and blessing. It will 
be the most wonderful time the world has ever known. The worst will be followed by the best! 

It is true that the worst days are still ahead. The time of great trouble is coming. But it is also 
true that the best days are still ahead. No matter how dark the days might be we can pray, "THY 
K C ! " (Matthew 6:10). LET THY KINGDOM COME! 
After the storm there is a great day coming! 

The Length of This Time of Great Trouble 

In Daniel 9:27 the prophet talks about "ONE W . " He is talking about the one week 
before Jesus Christ returns to this earth. This is a very special week. Usually when we talk about 
a week we are talking about a time period that is made up of seven days. But Daniel is not 
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talking about a week of days. He is talking about another kind of week. He is talking about a 
WEEK OF YEARS. When Daniel spoke of ONE WEEK he was talking about SEVEN YEARS! 
He was talking about the seven years before Jesus Christ returns to earth: 
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Also in Daniel 9:27 the prophet talks about "the midst of the week." This means "the MIDDLE 
of the week." Remember, this week is made up of seven years. If you put a line right in the 
middle of this week then you have divided this week into two parts with each part being 3Yz 
years: 
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The time of Great Tribulation that Jesus spoke of in Matthew 24:21 is the last 3Yz years (the last 
half of this week). This time of great trouble will take place during the 3Yz years before Jesus 
Christ returns to earth. The Bible uses different ways to describe this 3Yz year period of time: 

1. 1,260 DAYS (Revelation 12:6,14). 

2. ___ MONTHS (Revelation 11 :2; 13:5) 

3. "A time, times, and half a time" (Revelation 12:14) 

A time = I year times = 2 years 

What is the total number of years? ___ _ 

4. "A short time" (Revelation 12:12) 

A Time of .Judgment 

half a time = half a year 

Today we are living in a day of GRACE. God is being kind to men even though they do not 
deserve it. God is offering His gift of salvation to all men (John 3: 16; Romans 6:23; 1 John 5:11-
12). God is not judging the world; rather He is giving people time to be saved. 

When men reject God's grace then there is nothing left but God's judgment. If rnen reject God's 
love then they must face God's wrath and anger. 

In the days of Noah, God was gracious to men for 120 years (Genesis 6:3 and 1 Peter 3 :20). 
During these years Noah was building the ark and men, women, and children were given an 
opportunity to be saved. People could have come into the ark with Noah but they refused to 
believe God. Finally the 120 years carne to an end and the door of the ark closed. The day of 
grace was over, and the day of judgment began. THE FLOOD CAME! 
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A Time of Gn1ce 
Today God has been gracious to men and women for much longer than 120 years. For about 
2000 years God has been gracious to this world, inviting men to be saved. But soon God's day 
of grace will be over and God will pour out His anger upon this world. Instead of being the God 
of grace, He will be the God of judgment. This is one of the reasons the tribulation will be such a 
difficult time. God will pour out His judgments upon the people who live on the earth. 

Three Series of Judgments 

The book of Revelation teaches us that there will be three series of judgments or plagues that 
will fall upon the earth: 

l) The Seven Seal Judgtnents 

Read about these in Revelation chapter 6 and 8:1. What are some of the things that will happen 
to those living on the earth? 

2) The Seven Trumpet Judgments 

Read about these in Revelation chapters 8 and 9 and 11: 15. What are some of the things that will 
happen? 

3) The Seven Vial Or Bowl Judgments 

Read about these in Revelation chapter 16. What are some of the things that will happen? 

These terrible judgments remind us of the plagues that God brought on the land of Egypt in the 
days ofMoses (Exodus 6-12). One difference is this: in the days of Moses the plagues came only 
upon the land of Egypt. During the time of great trouble the plagues and judgments will come 
upon ALL THE EARTH (see Revelation 3: 10). 

What will these people do when these plagues come down upon them? Will they wake up and 
tum to God? Will they believe God and tum away from their sinful ways? Will they repent? The 
answer is found in Revelation 9:20-21. Do they change their minds and tum from their wicked 
ways? ---

A Time of Grace 

Even though this time of great trouble will be a time when God will judge sinful men, it will also 
be a time when people will be saved. Even at a time when God judges, His grace can be seen. 
Even at the darkest hour of human history there will be a ray of light. God will reach down in 
love and save people by His grace! 

Read Revelation chapter 7. This chapter tells us about people who will be saved during this time 
of great trouble. How many saved Jews will there be (Revelation 7 : 4) ? -��--------,,------.,-------- In verse 9 we learn about another group of saved 
people from every nation. How many were there? 
____________________ Yes, many saved people will come out of 
great tribulation (verse 14)! 
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We also know that God's good news will be preached in all the world: "And this gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in the "( Matthew 24:14). Then Christ 
shall return to earth. The message of good news will probably be something like this: 

"I have good news for you! The king is coming soon! You 
need to repent and turn from your sins and believe in 
Christ the King. Even though you are living in a time of 
great trouble, cheer up! The King of Kings is coming! 
Receive Him now as your Saviour or else face Him later as 
your Judge!" 

Will We Go Through the Tribulation'? 

Remember the week of seven years that Daniel wrote about in Daniel 9:27? Before this final 
week of seven years begins there is something that will happen. Jesus Christ will come to take 
His believers to heaven. This is called the RAPTURE (see Ch(;lpter 3): 
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This means that saved people who are living today will not have to go through this great time of 
trouble. Instead they will be caught up to heaven before the time of trouble begins. Has God 
promised to keep His believers from the hour of trouble and trial that will come upon all the 
world (Revelation 3:10)? __ _ 

For a more detailed study on this issue see our study entitled, Will_Th� Church_G_Q Thr�mgh 
The Tribulation'?--A Study on the_RaRture of the Ch!!rch. 

For those who do not know the Lord as their Saviour the situation is quite different. Will they be 
included in the rapture? They will remain on the earth and will have to live through this 
very difficult time. Write down today's date: Do you 
realize that four years from today this world could be in the last half of Daniel's seven year 
week? If the rapture were to occur soon, then in just a very few years the time of great 
tribulation which Jesus spoke of would be here! 

If Christ were to come for His believers today, would He take you with Him or would He leave 
you behind? Are you sure that you are saved? Are you sure that you have eternal life? If you are 
not sure, please talk to your parents or to your Sunday School Teacher or to your Pastor. They 
want to help you TO BE SURE ABOUT THESE THINGS. They want you to be able to face the 
future without fear. Why not talk to someone about these things TODAY! 
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